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The Philosophical Works of Boethius. Editions and Translations

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BOETHIUS' LOGIC AND
METAPHYSICS

1.

2.

A Concordance of Boethius. The Five Theological Tractates and the Consolation of Philosophy .
Edited by Cooper Lane. Cambridge: Medieval Academy of America 1928.

Boethius. His Life, Thought and Influence . Edited by Gibson Margaret. Oxford: Blackwell 1981.
Henry Chadwick: Introduction 1; John Matthews: Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius 15; Helen
Kirkby: The scholar and his public 44; Jonathan Barnes: Boethius and the study of logic 73; Patrick
Osmund Lewry: Boethian logic in the medieval West 90; John Caldwell: The De institutione
arithmetica and the De institutione musica 135; David Pingree: Boethius' geometry and astronomy
155; Alison White: Boethius in the medieval quadrivium 162; John R. S. Mair: The text of the
Opuscula sacra 206; Margaret Templeton Gibson: The Opuscula sacra in the Middle Ages 214;
Anna M. Crabbe: Literary design in the De consolatione philosophiae 237; David Ganz: A tenth-
century drawing of Philosophy visiting Boethius 275; Jacqueline Beaumont: The Latin tradition of
the De consolatione philosophiae 278; Christopher Page: The Boethian metrum Bella bis quinis : a
new song from Saxon Canterbury 306; Alastair J. Minnis: Aspects of the medieval French and
English traditions of the De consolatione philosophiae 312; Nigel F. Palmer: Latin and vernacular
in the northern European tradition of the De consolatione philosophiae 362; Anthony Grafton;
Epilogue: Boethius in the Renaissance 410; Malcolm R. Godden: King Alfred's Boethius 419;
Malcolm Beckwith Parkes: A Note on MS Vatican, Bibl. Apost., lat. 3363 425; Diane K. Bolton:
[lustrations in manuscripts of Boethius' works 428-437.

. Boethius and the Liberal Arts. A Collection of Essays . Edited by Masi Michael. Bern: Peter Lang

1981.

Contents: Introduction 1; Myra L. Uhlfelder: The Role of the Liberal Arts in Boethius' Consolatio
17; Eleonore Stump: Boethius and Peter of Spain on the 7opics 35; Fannie J. Lemoine: The
Precious Style as Heuristic Device: The Function of Introductions to the Arts in Martianus Capella
and Boethius 51; Pearl Kibre: The Boethian De Institutione Arithmetica and the Quadrivium in the
Thirteenth Century University Milieu at Paris 67; Michael Masi: The Influence of Boethius De
Arithmetica on Late Medieval Mathematics 81; Ubaldo Pizzani: The Influence of the De
institutione musica of Boethius up to Gerbert D'Aurillac 97; Calvin M. Bower: The Role of
Boethius's De institutione musica in the Speculative Tradition of Western Musical Thought 157;
Julia Bolton Holloway: "The "Asse to the Harpe": Boethian Music in Chaucer 175; Menso Folkerts:
The Importance of the Pseudo-Boethian Geometria during the Middle Age 187; Pierre Courcelle:
Boethius, Lady Philosophy, and the Representations of the Muses 211-218.

Congresso Internazionale di Studi Boeziani. Atti (Pavia, 5-8 ottobre 1980) . Edited by Obertello
Luca. Roma : Editrice Herder 1981.

. Boethius . Edited by Fuhrmann Manfred and Gruber Joachim. Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche

Buchgesellschaft 1984.

Reprint of 23 essays published between 1923 and 1976.

The third part is on Boethius's logical writings.

1. Logische Schriften: Friedrich Solmsen: Boethius and the History of the "Organon” (1944) 127;
Joseph Bidez: Boethius und Porphyrios (1923) 133; Lorenzo Minio-Paluello: Boethius als
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Ubersetzer und Kommentator aristotelsicher Schrifien (1957) 146-154; James Shiel: Boethius'
Commentaries on Aristotle (1958) 155-186.

6. Boethius in the Middle Ages. Latin and Vernacular Traditions of the Consolatio philosophiae .
Edited by Hoenen Maarten and Nauta Lodi. Leiden: Brill 1997.

7. Boethius. American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly 78, 175-348 2004.

Contents: Siobhan Nash-Marshall: Editor's Introduction; Claudio Micaelli: Boethian Reflections on
God: Between Logic and Metaphysics 181; Joseph W. Koterski: Boethius and the Theological
Origins of the Concept of Person 203; Siobhan Nash-Marshall: God, Simplicity, and the Consolatio
Philosophiae 225; Jonathan Evans: Boethius on Modality and Future Contingents 247; M.V.
Dougherty: The Problem of Humana Natura in the Consolatio Philosophiae of Boethius 273; John
R. Fortin: The Nature of Consolation in the Consolation of Philosophy 293; Paul J. Lachance:
Boethius on Human Freedom 309; John Marenbon: Boethius and the Problem of Paganism
329-348.

8. L'onto-théo-logiqe de Boéce: doctrine des catégories et théorie de la prédication dans le De
Trinitate . In Les Catégories et leur histoire. Edited by Bruun Otto and Corti Lorenzo. Paris: Vrin
2005. pp. 175-222

9. Boece ou la chaine des savoirs . Edited by Galonnier Alain. Louvain-la-Neuve: Peeters 2005.
Actes du Colloque International de la Fondation Singer-Polignac, Paris, 8-12 juin 1999.

Préface by Roshdi Rashed; Introduction by Pierre Magnard.

10. Colloquia Aquitana II. Boece: I'homme, le philosophe, le scientifique, son oeuvre, son rayonnement
. Edited by Humphrey Illo. Paris: Editions Le Manuscrit 2006.
Deux volumes.

11. New Directions in Boethian Studies . Edited by Jr. Kaylor Noel Harold and Phillips Philip Edward.
Kalamazoo: Medieval Institute Publications 2007.

12. The Cambridge Companion to Boethius . Edited by Marenbon John. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press 2009.
Contents: List of contributors XI; List of abbreviations of Boethius' works XIV; List of
abbreviations XV; John Marenbon: Introduction: reading Boethius whole 1;
Part I. Before the Consolation 11;
1. John Moorhead: Boethius' life and the world of late antique philosophy 13; 2. Sten Ebbesen: The
Aristotelian commentator 34; 3. Christopher J. Martin: The logical textbooks and their influence 56;
4. Margaret Cameron: Boethius on utterances, understanding and reality 85; 5. David Bradshaw:
The Opuscula sacra : Boethius and theology 105; 6. Andrew Arlig: The metaphysics of individuals
in the Opuscula sacra 129; 7. Christophe Erismann: The medieval fortunes of the Opuscula sacra
155;
Part II The Consolation 179;
8. John Magee: The Good and morality: Consolatio 2-4 181; 9. Robert Sharples: Fate, prescience
and free will 207; 10. Danuta Shanzer: Interpreting the Consolation 228; 11. Lodi Nauta: The
Consolation : the Latin commentary tradition, 800-1700 255; 12. Winthrop Wetherbee: The
Consolation and medieval literature 279;
Appendix. John Magee and John Marenbon: Boethius' works 303; Bibliography: 311; Index:
References to Boethius' works 340; General index 343-356

13. A Companion to Boethius in the Middle Ages . Edited by Jr. Kaylor Noel Harold and Phillips Philip
Edward. Leiden: Brill 2012.
To be published March 2012.
Contents: Acknowledgments; Preface; Noel Harold Kaylor, Jr.: Introduction: The Times, Life, and
Work of Boethius; Stephen C. McCluskey: Boethius's Astronomy and Cosmology; Rosalind C.
Love: The Latin Commentaries on Boethius's De consolatione philosophiae from the 9th to the 11th
Centuries; Jean-Yves Guillaumin: Boethius's De institutione arithmetica and its Influence on
Posterity; Siobhan Nash-Marshall: Boethius's Influence on Theology and Metaphysics to c. 1500;
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John Patrick Casey: Boethius's Works on Logic in the Middle Ages; Paul E. Szarmach: Boethius's
Influence in Anglo-Saxon England: The Vernacular and the De consolatione philosophiae;
Christine Hehle: Boethius's Influence on German Literature to ¢. 1500; Glynnis M. Cropp: Boethius
in Medieval France: Translations of the De consolatione philosophiae and Literary Influence; Dario
Brancato: Readers and Interpreters of the Consolatio in Italy, 1300-1500; Ian Johnson: Making the
Consolatio in Middle English; Mark T. Rimple: The Enduring Legacy of Boethian Harmony; Ann
E. Moyer: The Quadrivium and the Decline of Boethian Influence; Fabio Troncarelli: Afterword:
Boethius in Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages;

Philip Edward Phillips: Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius: A Chronology and Selected
Annotated Bibliography; List of Contributors; Index of Manuscripts Cited; Index.

Arlig Andrew W., "A Study in Early Medieval Mereology: Boethius, Abelard, and Pseudo-
Joscelin", Ohio State University, 2005.

Ph.D. dissertation available at: http://etd.ohiolink.edu/view.cgi?osul110209537.

Chapter 3: Boethius and the early mereological tradition , pp. 62-140.

"In what follows I will examine the mereological tradition founded by Aristotle and presented to the
early medieval West by Boethius. Given the paucity of what was available from Aristotle's
extensive opera, it is no surprise that some important concepts are not carried over to the early
medieval period, or if they do appear, they often do so in a distorted form. Sometimes this omission
and distortion is attributable to Boethius. Boethius' logical works are almost without exception
introductory treatises. As one would expect from introductory textbooks, Boethius' treatment of
mereology often glides over complexities, which a more advanced work would stop to address.
Hence, Boethius' remarks about parts and wholes are often general and devoid of nuance.

It is by no means clear that Boethius actually has a theory of parts and wholes. He might, as some
of his contemporary interpreters have urged, be merely parroting remarks he finds in elementary,
(probably) neoplatonic textbooks without worrying whether these remarks are consistent.49 I will
not assume that this is the case from the start. Rather, I will attempt as best as I can to re-construct
Boethius' metaphysics of mereology. This reconstruction will require that I piece together stray
remarks, think through the specific examples that he gives, and generally extrapolate from an
admittedly

sparse collection of rules, examples and hints. My method carries the risk of yielding not Boethius'
theory of parts and wholes, but rather a Boethian theory. But this is the same risk that Abelard,
Pseudo-Joscelin, and all the thinkers of the early medieval period took when attempting to piece
Boethius' remarks into a coherent metaphysics of mereology." (pp. 84-65).

Ashworth Earline Jennifer, "Boethius on Topics, Conditionals and Argument-forms," History and
Philosophy of Logic 10: 213-225 (1989).

Asztalos Monika, "Boethius as a Transmitter of Greek Logic to the Latin West: the Categories ,"
Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 95: 367-407 (1993).

Asztalos Monika. Boethius on the Categories . In Boéce ou la chaine des savoirs. Edited by
Galonnier Alain. Paris: Peeters Publishers 2003. pp. 195-205

Barnes Jonathan. Boethius and the Study of Logic. In Boethius: His Life, Thought and Influence.
Edited by Gibson Margaret. Oxford: Blackwell 1981. pp. 73-89

Berka Karel, "Die Semantik des Boethius," Helikon 8: 454-459 (1968).

Berka Karel, "Die Aussagenlogik des Boethius," Philologus 126: 90-98 (1982).

Bidez Jacques, "Boéce et Porphyre," Revue Belge de Philosophie et d'Histoire 2: 189-201 (1923).
Réimprimé en traducton allemande dans: Manfred Fuhrmann and Joachim Gruber (eds.) Boethius,
Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1984 pp. 133-145.

Bobzien Susanne, "A Greek Parallel to Boethius De hypotheticis syllogismis ," Mnemosyne 55:
285-300 (2002).

Brock Stephen L., "Harmonizing Plato and Aristotle on Esse : Thomas Aquinas and the De
hebdomadibus ," Nova et Vetera 5: 465-494 (2007).
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Brock Stephen L., "La "conciliazione" di Platone e Aristotele riguardo alla partecipazione
nell'essere. Osservazioni sul commento di Tommaso d'Aquino al De hebdomadibus di Boezio,"
Acta Philosophica.Rivista Internazionale di Filosofia 14 (2007).

Sommario: 1. Il progetto boeziano e il commento di Tommaso al De hebdomadibus. 2. La questione
dell'essere boeziano e tommasiano. 3. La partecipazione. 4. Ci puo essere partecipazione con o
senza Idee platoniche. 5. L'essere stesso partecipa ad una causa. 6. L'essere non si partecipa come
un genere e comunque inerisce alle cose. 7. L'essere si partecipa secondo le categorie e 1'essere
simpliciter ¢ l'essere sostanziale. 8. L'essere partecipato appartiene per se. 9. Conclusione.
Abstract: Several features of St Thomas's commentary on the De hebdomadibus suggest that he was
taking quite seriously Boethius's view concerning the fundamental harmony between the
philosophies of Plato and Aristotle. The paper focuses on the commentary's treatment of the
doctrine of participation in being (esse). There are several places where St Thomas seems to be
working quietly to bring the doctrine in line with Aristotelian ontology. These have a bearing on the
much disputed question of the relation between St Thomas and Boethius on the distinction between
esse and id quod est.

Brosch Hermann Josef. Der Seinsbegriff bei Boethius mit besonderes Beriicksichtigung der
Beziehung von Sosein und Dasein. Inbsburck: Felizian Rauch 1931.

Casey Gerard, "An explication of the De Hebdomadibus of Boethius in the light of St. Thomas
Commentary," Thomist 51: 419-434 (1987).

Chadwick Henry. Boethius. The consolations of music, logic, theology, and philosophy. Oxford:
Clarendon Press 1981.

Conti Alessandro D. La teoria degli ad aliquid di Boezio: osservazioni sulla terminologia. In Atti
del convegno internazionale di storia della logica. Edited by Abrusci Michele, Casari Ettore, and
Mugnai Massimo. Bologna: CLUEB 1983. pp. 247-252

Correia Manuel Antonio, "The syllogistic theory of Boethius," Ancient Philosophy 29: 391-405
(2009).

Corrigan Kevin, "A new source for the distinction between id quod est and esse in Boethius' De
Hebdomadibus ," Studia Patristica 18: 133-138 (1990).

Papers of the 1983 Oxford Patristic Conference

Courcelle Pierre. Les lettres grecques en Occident. De Macrobe a Cassiodore. Paris: Boccard 1948.
Nouvelle édition revue et augmentée (premiere édition 1943).

English translation: Late Latin writers and their Greek sources - Translated by Harry E. Wedeck -
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1969

Courcelle Pierre. La Consolation de philosophie dans la tradition littéraire. Antécédents et postérité
de Boéce. Paris: Etudes augustiniennes 1967.

Craemer-Ruegenberg Ingrid. Die Substanzmetaphysik des Boethius in den Opuscula sacra. Koln:
Gouder u. Hansen, 1969.

De Libera Alain. L'art des généralités. Théories de l'abstraction. Paris: Aubier 1999.

Table: Introduction, 5; 1. Alexandre d'Aphrodise, 25; 2. Boece, 159; 3. Pierre Abélard, 281; 4.
Avicenne 499; Conclusion 609; Appendice: Textes traduits de I'arabe par Marc Geoffroy, 637;
Index: Auteurs anciens et médiévaux, 683; Auteurs modernes, 687; Théses, 693

de Rijk Lambertus Marie, "On the chronology of Boethius' works on logic. Part I," Vivarium 2:
1-49 (1964).

"The chronological order of Boethius' works appears to be a rather difficult problem. Hence, it is
not surprising that the numerous attempts to establish it led the scholars to results which are neither
all conclusive nor uniform. In this article I confine myself to Boethius' works on logic. Before
giving my own contribution it would seem to be useful to summarize the results of preceding
studies and to make some general remarks of a methodological nature.

(..

My conclusion from this survey is that the best we can do in order to establish approximately the
chronological order of Boethius' works on logic is to start a careful and detailed examination of all
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our data on this matter. In doing so an analysis of their contents seems to be quite indispensable, no
less than a thorough examination of doctrinal and terminological differences." pp. 1 and 4.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie, "On the chronology of Boethius' works on logic. Part IL," Vivarium 2:
125-162 (1964).

"We shall now sum up the results of our investigations. First some previous remarks. Our first table
gives of nine of the works discussed the chronological interrelation, which can be established with a
fair degree of certainty. The figures put after the works give the approximative date of their
composition (the second one that of their edition); when printed in heavy types they are based on
external data, the other ones are based on calculation.

Table 1

Boethius' birth about 480 A.D.

In Porphyrii Isagogen, editio prima about 504-505

In Syllogismis categoricis libri duo (= ? Institutio categorica) about 505-506
In Porphyrii Isagogen, editio secunda about 507-509

In Aristotelis Categorias (? editio prima) about 509-511

In Aristotelis Perhemeneias, editio prima not before 513

In Aristotelis Perhemeneias, editio secunda about 515-516

De syllogismis hypotheticis libri tres between 516 and 522

In Ciceronis Topica Commentaria before 522

De topicis differentiis libri quattuor before 523

Boethius' death 524

The rest of the works discussed cannot be inserted in this table without some qualification. (...)
We may establish the following table for the works not contained in our first table:

Table 2

Liber de divisione between 505 and 509

possible second edition of the In Categorias after 515-516

Translations of the Topica (and Sophistici Elenchi ) and of the

Analytica Priora and Analytica Posteriora not after 520

Commentary on Aristotle's Topica before 523

the so-called Introductio (? = In Priora Analytica Praedicanda ) certainly after 513; probably c. 523
Scholia on Aristotle's Analytica Priora first months of 523 at the latest"

pp. 159-161 (notes omitted).

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. Bo¢ce logicien et philosophe: ses positions sémantiques et sa
métaphysique de I'étre. In Atti del Congresso internazionale di studi boeziani (Pavia, 5-8 Ottobre
1980). Edited by Obertello Luca. Genova: Accademia Ligure di scienze e lettere 1981. pp. 141-156
"Le grand historien Etienne Gilson a bien remarqué que c'est a propos du probléme du Bien que la
pensée de Boéce fut la plus personnelle et la plus féconde. Avec Platon et Saint Augustin, il
identifie dans son opuscule Quomodo substantiae 1'étre au Bien (comme le Mal au non-étre). 11 est
¢vident que dans I'opinion de Boéce la doctrine de I'étre obtient une importance décisive comme
base de la théorie du Bien. Aussi la solution du probléme du Bien et du Mal fut esquissé dans sa
métaphysique de I'étre.

L'identification de 1'étre et du Bien implique que pour tout ce qui est, c'est une seule et méme chose
d'étre et d'étre bon. Mais si les choses sont substantiellement bonnes, en quoi different-elles du Bien
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en soi, qui est Dieu? Dans cette question la problématique du Sophiste de Platon a di revivre. On
sait que dans cette dialogue Platon a essay¢ de resoudre le probléme fondamental de 1'étre des
choses périssables par une analyse vraiment pénétrante des notions de "Méme" (fauton ) et "Autre"
(heteron ).

Il me semble que Boéce fait une chose comparable. Il n'est pas étonnant qu'il commence (dans De
hebdomadibus = Quomodo substantiae etc.; voir l'edition de Stewart-Rand) ses exposés
approfondis sur la notion de 1'étre par 1'axiome qui a dii provoquer tant de commentaires pendant le
moyen age: diversum est esse et quit quod est (11 28-30: "1l ya diversité entr' étre et ce qui est ").
Cette formule, qui est valable pour tout étre composé concerne la différence ontologique entre
1'élément constitutif, ou la forme, de tout étre composé d'un coté, et la chose elle-méme, ou le tout
établi par cette forme, de 'autre. Le tout doit son étre a I'élément constitutif qui est la forme
substantielle, sans laquelle il n'est pas du tout. Cependant la question sur son essence ne peut pas
étre resolue en désignant cette forme. (...)

Il semble étre utile de prendre au sérieux la suggestion des commentateurs médiévaux et
d'entreprendre la réponse a notre question du point de vue sémantique. Je propose de discuter
d'abord (1) la notion de qualitas chez Boece (2), ensuite son modele sémantique (3), et ses idées sur
le rdle (logico-sémantique) du nom et du verbe (4-5); enfin la signification exacte de sa notion de
I'étre (esse ) sera discutée (6) et éclarcie en mettant en lumiére le but et la méthode du traité
Quomodo substantiae (7)." pp. 141-142 (Notes omitted).

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. On Boethius' notion of Being. A chapter of Boethian semantics. In
Meaning and inference in medieval philosophy. Studies in memory of Jan Pinborg. Edited by
Kretzmann Norman. Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers 1988. pp. 1-29

Reprinted as chapter I in: Through language to reality: studies in medieval semantics and
metaphysics .

"From Parmenides onwards, ancient and medieval thought had a special liking for metaphysical
speculation. No doubt, speculative thought was most influentially outlined by Plato and Aristotle.
However, what the Christian thinkers achieved in metaphysics was definitely more than just
applying and adapting what was handed down to them. No student of medieval speculative thought
can help being struck by the peculiar fact that whenever fundamental progress was made, it was
theological problems which initiated the development. This applies to St Augustine and Boethius,
and to the great medieval masters as well (such as Anselm, Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus). Their
speculation was, time and again, focused on how the notion of being and the whole range of our
linguistic tools can be applied to God's Nature (Being).

It is no wonder, then, that an inquiry into Boethius's notion of being should be concerned, first and
foremost, with his theological treatises, especially De hebdomadibus.

(..)

My final section aims at showing how Boethius's notion of being is clearly articulated in
accordance with his semantic distinctions. This is most clearly seen in the main argument of De
hebdomadibus where they may be actually seen at work.

As is well known, the proper aim of De hebdomadibus is to point out the formal difference between
esse and esse bonum, or in Boethius's words: 'the manner in which substances are good in virtue of
their being, while not yet being substantially good' (38.2-4). Its method consists in a careful
application of certain formal distinctions, viz.:

(a) The distinction between an object 'when taken as a subsistent whole and id quod est = the
constitutive element which causes the object's actually' being; it is made in Axiom II and used in
Axiom IV.

(b) The distinction (closely related to the preceding one) obtaining between the constitutive element
effecting the object's actual being (forma essendi, or ipsum esse) and the object's actuality as such
(id quod est or ipsum est); it is made in Axioms VII and VIIIL.

(c) The distinction between esse as "pure being' (= nihil aliud praeter se habens admixtum), which
belongs to any form, whether substantial or incidental, and id quod est admitting of some admixture
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(lit. 'something besides what it is itself'); it is made in Axiom IV and in fact implies the distinction
between esse simpliciter and esse aliquid.

(d) The distinction between 'just being some thing', tantum esse aliquid, and 'being something qua
mode of being’. It is made in Axiom V and used in Axiom VI and is in fact concerned with a further
distinction made within the notion of id quod est. It points out the differences between the effect
caused by some form as constitutive of being some thing and that caused by the main constituent
(forma essendi) which causes an object's being simpliciter.

(e) The distinction between two different modes of participation, one effecting an object's being
subsistent, the other its being some thing, where the 'some thing' (aliquid ) refers to some
(non-subsistent) quality such as 'being white', 'being wise', 'being good', etc.

The application of these distinctions enables Boethius to present a solution to the main problem:
although the objects (ea quae sunt, plural of id quod est ) are (are good ) through their own
constitutive element, being (being good ), nevertheless they are not identical with their constitutive
element nor (a fortiori ) with the IPSUM ESSE (BONUM ESSE) of which their constituent is only
a participation." pp. 1 and 22-23.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. Boethius on De interpretatione (ch. 3): is he a reliable guide? In Boece
ou la chaine des savoirs. Edited by Galonnier Alain. Paris: Peeters Publishers 2003. pp. 207-227
"There can be no doubt whatsoever about Boethius's exceptional merits for transmitting Aristotle's
logic to us. But while 'Aristotelian' logic is in many respects synonymous with 'Aristotelico-
Boethian' logic, the question can be raised whether Aristotle himself was an 'Aristotelian'. To give
just one example: from Lukasiewicz onwards there has been much debate among scholars about the
telling differences between traditional syllogistic and that of the Prior Analytics . (1)

In this paper I intend to deal with two specimens of Boethius's way of commenting upon Aristotle's
text. They are found in his discussion of De interpretatione , chapters 2 and 3, which present
Aristotle's views of onoma and rhema . (2) One concerns the semantics of indefinite names, the
other that of isolated names and verbs." p. 227

(1) Jan Lukasiewicz, Aristotle's Syllogistic from the Standpoint of Modern Formal Logic , Oxford,
1951. G. Patzig, Aristotle's Theory of the Syllogism. A logico-philological study of Book A of the
Prior Analytics , Dordrecht, 1969.

(2) Rhema properly stands for 'what is said of', including not only our 'verb' but also adjectives,
when used in attributive position. One should realise, however, that 'verb' refers to a word class,
rather than a semantic or syntactical category, as rhema does.

(..)

"Conclusion. Returning now to Boethius' manner of commenting upon Aristotle's texts, the
following points can be made:

[1] In the wake of Ammonius, (3) Boethius explains [De int .] 16b22-25 on the apophantic level,
i.e. in terms of statement-making, instead of framing significative concepts, i.e. on the onomastic
level.

[2] Whereas in Ammonius' report of the predecessors, Alexander and Porphyry, as well as his own
exposition of the issue, there are many clues to the previous alternative reading and interpretation
on the onomastic level, Boethius does not even refrain from cleansing the text (including his
‘quotations’), by changing, at any occurrence, 'ens'into 'est’.

[3] In doing so, Boethius decisively influenced the commentary tradition on account of the purport
of De int. 3, 16b19-25. He effectively contributed to the common verdict on this paragraph in terms
of 'a curious medley'.

[4] As far as the semantics of the indefinite verb (3, 16b14-15) is concerned, Boethius' apparently
adhering to the so-called 'Ammonii recensio' was far less disastrous for the common understanding
of Aristotle on this score, and, in effect, merely provided us with some stimulating Medieval
discussions of the semantics of term infinitation.

[5] Finally by way of speculative surmise, it might be suggested that both the fact that Boethius
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