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John Duns Scotus, 1265-1965. Edited by Ryan John K. and Bonansea Bernardine. Washington:
Catholic University of America Press 1965.
Studies in Philosophy and the History of Philosophy - Vol. 3.

Foreword by J. K. Ryan:
"The names of certain of the great scholastic thinkers of the middle ages-St. Anse1m, Abelard,
Hugh of St. Victor, St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Bonaventure, Roger Bacon, John
Duns Scotus, Henry of Ghent, and the rest-are familiar not only to students of philosophy and
theology but also in varying degrees to the educated public. Abelard is known for his Historia
calamitatum and as a figure in romantic literature, if not for his work in ethics and the theory of
knowledge. Like Zeno's paradoxes and the Cartesian "cogito ergo sum," a passage in St. Anselm has
become the subject of unending discussion. Certain of St. Bonaventure's books have been translated
and find readers. But with the exception of St. Thomas Aquinas first-hand knowledge of the
writings of the medieval masters is not a common thing.
For reasons that have varied throughout the modern era John Duns Scotus has not always received
the general recognition that what he was and what he did should have brought to him. However,
inadequate understanding and even hostility are being displaced by something better. Appropriately,
this change is due in large measure to the research and writings of his fellow Franciscans, but the
books and articles of many other scholars have aided them in their labors. As a result, the record of
Scotus' life has been made fuller and clearer, what he actually taught on various subjects has been
brought to light, and translations of his writings begin to appear. But the most important thing of all
is the essential work of the Commissio Scotistica on the canon and the critical edition of his
writings, which proceeds year by year in spite of the inherent difficulties of the task and those
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caused by the turmoil of our era. To all such labors the present volume, a cooperative effort of
European, American, and Canadian scholars, is added as a further monument raised in honor of
John Duns Scotus on the seventh centennial of his birth."

Contents: Foreword VII; 1. Charles Balic: The life and works of John Duns Scotus 1; 2. Efrem
Bettoni: The originality of the Scotistic synthesis 28; 3. John K. Ryan: The Formal Distinction 45;
4. S. F. Watson: A problem for Realism: our multiple concepts of individual things and the solution
of Duns Scotus 61; 5. Bernardine Bonansea: Duns Scotus' voluntarism; 6. J. R. Cresswell: Duns
Scotus on the Common Nature 122; 7. Felix Alluntis: Demonstrability and demonstration of the
existence of God 133; 8. Roy Efer: Duns Scotus and the physical approach to God 171; 9. Geoffrey
G. Bridges: The Problem of the demonstrability of immortality 191; 10. Timotheus A. Barth: Being,
univocity, and analogy according to Duns Scotus 210; 11. Walter Hoeres: Francis Suarez and the
teaching of John Duns Scotus on Univocatio Entis 263; 12. Ignatius Brady: William of Vaurouillon,
O.F.M., a Fifteeenth century Scotist 291; 13. Heiko Augustinus Oberman: Duns Scotus, nominalism,
and the Council of Trent 311; 14. Béraud de Saint-Maurice: The contemporary significance of Duns
Scotus' philosophy 345; 15. Charles Balic: The nature and value of a critical edition of the complete
works of John Duns Scotus 368; Notes on Contributors 380; Index 382-384.
De doctrina Ioannis Duns Scoti. Vol. II: Problemata philosophica. Roma: Commissionis Scotisticae
1968.
Acta Congressus Scotistici Internationalis Oxonii et Edimburgi 11-17 sept. 1966 celebrati

2.

"John Duns Scotus," American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly 67 (1) (1993).
Special issue on John Duns Scotus - Table of contents: Allan B. Wolter, O.F.M.: Reflections on the
life and works of Scotus pp. 1-36; Francis J. Catania: John Duns Scotus on Ens Infinitum pp. 37-54;
Ansgar Santogrossi, O.S.B.: Duns Scotus on potency opposed to act in Questions on the
Metaphysics, IX pp. 55-76; Martin M. Tweedale: Duns Scotus's doctrine on Universals and the
Aphrodisian tradition pp. 77-94; Allan B. Wolter, O.F.M.: Scotus on the divine origin of possibility
pp. 95-108; John Boler: Transcending the natural: Duns Scotus on the two affection of the will pp.
109-126; Mary Elizabeth Ingham, C.S.J.: Scotus and moral order pp. 127-140

3.

John Duns Scotus. Metaphysics and ethics. Edited by Honnefelder Ludger, Wood Rega, and Dreyer
Mechtild. Leiden: Brill 1996.
Contents: Vorwort IX; Ludger Honnefelder: Metaphysik und Ethik bei Johannes Duns Scotus:
Forschungsergebnisse und - perspektiven. Eine Einführung 1;
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Allan B. Wolter: Reflections about Scotus's early works 37; Stephen D. Dumont: William of Ware,
Richard of Conington and the Collationes Oxonienses of John Duns Scotus 59; Mechthild Dreyer:
Eissenschaft als Satzsystem. Die Theoremata des Johannes Duns Scotus und die Entwicklung des
kategorisch-deduktiven Wissenschaftsbegriffs 87; Gordon A. Wilson: The presence of Henry of
Ghent in Scotus's Quaestiones super libros Metaphysicorum 107;
MODALITY
Simo Knuuttila: Duns Scotus and the foundations of logical modalities 127; John Boler: The
ontological commitment of Scotus's account of potency in his Questions on the Metaphysics, book
IX 145; Calvin G. Normore: Scotus, modality, instants of nature and the contingency of the present
161; Steven P. Marrone: Revisiting Duns Scotus and Henry of Ghent on modality 175; Stanislav
Sousedïk: Der Streit urn den wahren Sinn der scotischen possibilienlehre 191; Neil Lewis: Power
and contingency in Robert Grosseteste and Duns Scotus 205;
INDIVIDUATION
Jorge .J. E. Gracia: Individuality and the individuating entity in Scotus's Ordinatio: an ontological
characterization 229; Rega Wood: individual forms: Richard Rufus and John Duns Scotus 251;
Woosuk Park: Understanding the problem of individuation: Gracia vs. Scotus 273;
BEING AND UNIVOCITY
Olivier Boulnois: Duns Scot, théoricien de l'analogie de l'être 293; Maria Burger: Univozität des
Seienden - Univozität der Person: Zwei Grenzbegriffe 317; Stephen F. Brown: L'unité du concept
d'être au début du quatorzième siècle 327; Theo O. Kobusch: Das Seiende ais transzendentaler oder
supertranszendentaler Begriff. Deutungen der Univozität des Begriffs bei Scotus und den Scotisten
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345; Jan P. Beckmann: Entdecken oder Setzen? Die besonderheit der relationstheorie des Duns
Scotus und ihre Bedeutung für die metaphysik 367; Gérard Sondag: Universel et natura communis
dans l' Odinatio et dans les Questions sur le Perihermeneias (une brève comparaison) 385; Jakob
Hans Josef Schneider: Utrum haec sit vera: Caesar est animal, Caesare non existente. Zum
Peri-Hermeneias-Kommentar des Johannes Dyns Scotus 393;
THE EXISTENCE OF THE FIRST BEING
Alessandro Ghisalberti: Ens infinitum e dimostrazione dell'esistenza di Dio in Duns Scoto 415;
Timothy O'Connor: From First Efficient Cause to God: Scotus on the identification stage of the
cosmological argument 435; Luis Alberto de Boni: bedeutung und grenzen des aristotelischen
Denkens im Gottesbeweis von Duns Scotus 455; Rolf Schönberger: Negations non summe amamus.
Duns Scotus' auseinandersetzung mit der negativen Theologie 475;
ETHICS
Marilyn McCord Adams: Scotus and Ockham on the connection of the virtues 499; Fernando
Inciarte: Scotus' Gebrauch des Begriffs der praktischen Wahrheit im philosophiegeschichtlichen
Kontext 523; Hans-Joachim Werner: Die Erfassung des Schönen in seiner personalen und ethischen
Bedeutung bei Duns Scotus 535; Mary Elizabeth Ingham: Practical wisdom: Scotus's presentation of
Prudence 551; Hannes Möhle: Wille und Moral. Zur Voraussetzung der Ethik des Johannes Duns
Scotus und ihrer Bedeutung für die Ethik Immanuel Kants 573;
Indices 595; Index fontium 597; Index nominum 600; Index rerum 606.
John Duns Scotus (1265/6-1308). Renewal of philosophy. Edited by Bos Egbert Peter. Amsterdam:
Rodopi 1998.
Acts of the Third Symposium organized by the Dutch Society for Medieval Philosophy Medium
Aevum (May 23 and 24, 1996).

Contents: E. P. Bos: Introduction VII-XIV; 1. Wolfgang Kluxen: On metaphysics and the concept of
freedom in the philosophy of John Duns Scotus 1; 2. Jan A. Aertsen: Being and the One: the
doctrine of the convertible transcendentals in Duns Scotus 13; 3. Jos Decorte: Creatio and
conservatio as relatio 27; 4. A. Vos: Duns Scotus and Aristotle 49; 5. A. Vos: Knowledge, certainty
and contingency 75; 6. Ria van der Lecq: Duns Scotus on the reality of possible worlds 89; 7. Eef
Dekker: Does Duns Scotus need Molina? On divine foreknowledge and co-causality 101; 8. Eef
Dekker: Scotus's freedom of the will revisited 113; 9. A. J. Beck: 'Divine psychology' and
modalities: Scotus's theory of the neutral proposition 123; 10. Joke Spruyt: Duns Scotus's criticism
of Henry of Ghent's notion of free will 139; 11. Rudi te Velde: Natura in seipsa recurva est: Duns
scotus and Aquinas on the relationship between nature and will 155; 12. H. Paul F. Mercken:
Necessity and the moral order: Scotus's interpretation of the Lex Naturae in the perspective of
Western philosophical ethics 171; 13. E. P. Bos and A. C. van der Helm: The division of Being over
the categories according to Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas and John Duns Scotus 183; Maarten
J. F. M. Hoenen: Scotus and the Scotist school. The tradition of Scotist thought in the medieval and
early modern period 197; Bibliography 211; Indexes 227-237.

5.

Scotus vs. Ockham - A medieval dispute over Universals. Vol. I: Texts. Lewiston: The Edwin
Mellen Press 1999.
Texts translated into English with commentary by Martin M. Tweedale.
"This work is meant to make accessible to students of philosophy and later medieval thought the
key texts in one of the most crucial philosophical debates of that period. The concentration is on
Scotus's positive doctrine since it is difficult and has not received the detailed attention it deserves.
Ockham's polemic against Scotus raises a host of objections to the internal coherence of Scotus's
reworking of the traditional line. Some of these are ones it seems to me Scotus could have countered
quite easily; others would have required some revisions, but ones that are basically within the spirit
of the doctrine. Some, however, are very difficult indeed, and I shall leave to the commentary and
its introductory essay the exposition of my own view on whether Scotus's position can survive
intact. There is also a positive side to Ockham's views about universals, and that is only partially
covered in what follows. The texts that show how Ockham envisioned preserving all the essentials
of Aristotelian science even after real universals have been excised, are presented and discussed,
and the very real issue of whether Ockham's effort here could possibly succeed is broached but not
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definitely resolved one way or the other."
Scotus vs. Ockham - A medieval dispute over Universals. Vol. II: Commentary. Lewiston: The
Edwin Mellen Press 1999.
"The commentary which composes the greater part of this volume attempts not only to explain the
texts translated in the Iirst volume and to understand the positions adopted by the protagonists in
this debate, but also to assess the cogency of the various arguments put forward. After all that work
is done, however, there remains the task of drawing attention to the crucial issues that have emerged
and arriving at some understanding of the debate as a whole and the relative merits of the positions
put forward. It is this task that this introductory essay undertakes. Perhaps it would be better read
after a thorough study of the commentary, but I am inclined to think that some awareness of the
general issues and positions taken by Scotus and Ockham helps in making one's way through the
individual texts and their often elaborate argumentation. In explaining these issues and positions I
have made free use of philosophical ideas of our own day, at least to the extent that this is not
grossly anachronistic."

7.

The Cambridge Companion to Duns Scotus. Edited by Williams Thomas. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press 2003.
Contents: Contributors IX; Abbreviations and method of citation XIII; Duns Scotus in English
translation XV; Thomas Williams: Introduction: the life and works of John Duns the Scot 1; 1. Peter
King: Scotuus on metaphysics 15; 2. Neil Lewis: Space and time 69; 3. Timothy B. Noone:
Universals and individuation 100; 4. Calvin G. Normore: Duns Scotus's modal theory 129; 5.
Dominik Perler: Duns Scotus's philosophy of language 161; 6. James F. Ross and Todd Bates: Duns
Scotus on natural theology 193; 7. William E. Mann: Duns Scotus on natural and superanatural
knowledge of God 238; 8. Richard Cross: Philosophy of mind 263; 9. Robert Pasnau: Cognition
285; 10. Hannes Möhle: Scotus's theory of natural law 312; 11. Thomas Williams: From metaethics
to action theory 332; 12. Bonnie Kent: Rethinking moral dispositions: Scotus on the virtues 352;
Bibliography 377; Citations of works attributed to John Duns Scotus 395; Index 405.

8.

Duns Scot à Paris 1302-2002. Edited by Boulnois Olivier et al. Turnhout: Brepols 2004.
Actes du Colloque de Paris, 2-4 septembre 2002.
Contents: Introduction IX; Index siglorum XXIII;
I - PARIS, 1302
Antonie Vos: Duns Scotus at Paris 3; Elsa Marmursztejn - Sylvain Piron: Duns Scot et la politique.
Pouvoir du prince et conversion des Juifs 21;
II - THÉORIE DE L'ESPRIT, ÉPISTÉMOLOGIE, SÉMANTIQUE
Peter King: Duns Scotus on mental content 65; Dominique Demange: "Objet premier d'inclusion
virtuelle". Introduction à la théorie de la science de Jean Duns Scot 89; Christopher J. Martin:
Formal consequence in Scotus and Ockham: towards an account of Scotus' logic 117; Jacques
Chollet - Gérard Sondag: Sur la signification du terme fortè dans le latin de Jean Duns Scot 151;
III - MÉTAPHYSIQUE
Ludger Honnefelder: Étienne Gilson et Jean Duns Scot: l' Être et l'essence et l'histoire de la
métaphysique 179; Pasquale Porro: Duns Scot et le point de rupture avec Avicenne 195; Olivier
Boulnois: Au-delà de la physique? 219; Timothy B. Noone: L'univocité dans les Quaestiones super
libros de anima 255; Giorgio Pini: Substance, accident, and inherence. Scotus and the Paris debate
on the metaphysics of the Eucharist 273; Fabrizio Mondadori: The independence of the possible
according to Scotus 313; Joachim R. Sider: La doctrine scotiste de la contingence dans la
Reportatio I A 375; Joel Biard: Duns Scot et l'infini dans la nature 387;
IV - PSYCHOLOGIE ET ÉTHIQUE
Mary B. Ingham: La genèse de la volonté rationnelle de la Lectura à la Reportatio 409; Christophe
Cervellon: L'affection de justice chez Duns Scot. Justice et luxure dans le péché de l'ange 425; Jean-
Michel Counet: Le lien entre la prudence et les vertus morales chez Duns Scot 469; Tobias
Hoffmann: L'akrasia selon Duns Scot 487; Gilles Berceville o.p: Du miracle au surnaturel. De
Thomas d'Aquin à Duns Scot: un changement de problématique 563; Luc Mathieu o.f.m: Était-il
nécessaire que le Christ mourût sur la croix? Réflexion sur la liberté absolue de Dieu et la liberté de
Jésus-homme, d'après Jean Duns Scot 581;
VI - PARIS, 2002

9.

Selected Bibliography on the Ontology of John Duns Scotus http://www.ontology.co/biblio/duns-scotus-biblio.htm

4 di 13 26/11/2011 16:25



Axel Schmidt: The concept of time in theology and physics 595; Ansgar Santogrossi o.s.b: Soi,
intersubjectivité et langage chez Duns Scot 607; Emmanuel Falque: L'autre singulier: l'haeccéité
d'autrui et l'horizon de la finitude 623;
INDEX
Index scotisticum 665; Index manuscriptorum 675; Index nominum 677.
Aertsen Jan, "Being and One: The doctrine of the convertible transcendentals in Duns Scotus,"
Franciscan Studies 56: 47-64 (1998).

10.

Alanen Lilli, "Descartes, Duns Scotus and Ockham on omnipotence and possibility," Franciscan
Studies 45: 157-188 (1985).

11.

Andrews Robert. The Modistae and John Duns Scotus's Questiones super Perihermeneias. In
Aristotle's Peri hermeneias in the Latin Middle Ages Essays on the Commentary tradition. Edited
by Braakhuis Henk A.G. and Kneepkens Corneille Henri. Groningen: Ingenium Publishers 2003. pp.
67-83

12.

Balic Karl, "The nature and value of a critical edition of the complete works of john Duns Scotus,"
Studies in Philosophy and the History of Philosophy 3: 368-379 (1965).

13.

Balic Karl. The life and works of John Duns scotus. In John Duns Scotus, 1265-1965. Edited by
Ryan John K. and Bonansea Bernardine. Washington: Catholic University of America Press 1965.
pp. 1-27

14.

Balic Karl. John Duns Scotus: some reflections on the occasion of the seventh centenary of his
birth. Roma: Scotistic Commission 1966.

15.

Barnaba Hechich. Il problema delle 'Reportationes' nell'eredità dottrinale del B. Giovanni Duns
Scoto. In Giovanni Duns Scoto. Studi e ricerche nel VII Centenario della sua morte in onore di P.
César Saco Alarcón. Vol I. Edited by Nuñez Martín Carbajo. Roma: Antonianum 2008. pp. 59-128

16.

Barth Timotheus. Being, univocity and analogy according to Duns Scotus. In Johon Duns Scotus
1265-1965. Edited by Ryan John K. and Bonansea Bernardine. Washington: The Catholic
University of America Press 1965. pp. 210-262

17.

Bastit Michel. Les principes des choses en ontologie médiévale: Thomas d'Aquin, Scot, Occam.
Bordeaux: Éditions Bière 1997.

18.

Bettoni Efrem. Duns Scotus. The basic principles of his philosophy. Washington: Catholic
University of America Press 1961.
Translated from the Italian edition (1946) and edited by Bernardine Bonansea.
Reprint: Westport, Greenwood Press, 1978.

19.

Bettoni Efrem. Duns Scoto filosofo. Milano: Vita e Pensiero 1966.20.
Bérubé Camille. La première école scotiste. In Preuve et raisons à l'Université de Paris. Logique,
ontologie et théologie au XIVe siècle. Edited by Kaluza Zénon and Vignaux Paul. Paris: Vrin 1984.
pp. 9-24
"En 1928, étudiant en philosophie, je me voyais assigner comme dissertation une synthèse de la
métaphysique scotiste. Je remis un essai sur l'être, la distinction formelle, les universaux et la nature
commune. Je ne sais ce qu'il me faut admirer le plus des deux: ma présomption juvénile ou le
charisme prophétique de mon professeur. C'est ce noviciat scotiste qui me vaut de vous parler, un
demi-siècle plus tard, de la première école scotiste, dans cette université où l'esprit subtil d'un frère
mineur d'Écosse lui a donné naissance.
Je me suis initié au scotisme dans la Philosophie du Bx Jean Duns Scot d'Ephrem Longpré, et dans
l'Avicenne et le point de départ de Duns Scot d'E. Gilson, deux médiévistes qui faisaient alors une
tournée de conférences à Montréal. Quelques années plus tard, je voulus déposer un sujet de thèse
sur l'être, objet de l'intelligence et de la métaphysique selon Duns Scot. Quand le professeur eut
compris que je me proposais de critiquer mes deux guides, il m'avisa de changer le sujet, parce
qu'aucun jury ne me donnerait raison contre ces deux médiévistes chevronnés, même s'ils n'étaient
pas d'accord entre eux. Autant valait changer tout de suite. Je me rabattis sur la théorie de la
connaissance chez Duns Scot pour finir par La connaissance de l'individuel au moyen âge La
publication de l'ouvrage aux Presses universitaires de France et la préface magistrale de Paul
Vignaux me valurent de passer pour son élève. Je me sens donc à l'aise parmi vous que l'amitié
réunit autour d'un vénérable maître, avec qui j'ai partagé pendant vingt ans l'enseignement de la
pensée franciscaine à l'Institut d'études médiévales de l'université de Montréal.
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I. La naissance du scotisme.
Je me suis intéressé de bonne heure à l'école scotiste, en raison de l'imbroglio que j'y découvris au
sujet de la connaissance du singulier et dont je trouvai la clef en dépistant parmi les incunables de la
bibliothèque un livre, fait de textes de Scot, dont l'auteur était Antoine André. Je compris que, pour
remonter jusqu'à Scot à partir des scotistes, il me fallait passer par sa médiation. Il y a quelques
années, en faisant la recension du volume VII de l'Ordinatio de Scot, je manifestai quelque
réticence sur l'efficacité du recours au commentaire littéral d'Antoine André sur la Métaphysique
d'Aristote, publié sous son nom en 1482, mais édité de nouveau sous le titre d'Expositio, en 1501,
par Maurice du Port l'attribuant cette fois à Scot, parce que, selon les éditeurs de l'Ordinatio, le
disciple n'aurait, en somme, que repris à son compte un commentaire du Docteur Subtil. J'avais
consigné le résultat de ma première étude dans mon livre sur la connaissance du singulier, mais
puisque cela était passé inaperçu, il fallait reprendre le problème du crédit à accorder à Antoine
André comme témoin et interprète de Scot, là où Aristote entre en jeu. J'y reviendrai dans la
dernière partie de cette communication.
En parlant de l'école primitive, je veux me limiter à un point de vue. J'ai essayé de comprendre dans
quel esprit et selon quelles méthodes les disciples de Scot ont transmis ce trésor de doctrines
émanées des lèvres de leur Maître autant que de ses écrits. Cela me paraît une condition préalable
pour rejoindre à travers eux le message original de Scot dans sa verdeur primitive, et comprendre ce
qui fait du Docteur Subtil un des grands penseurs de l'histoire." pp. 9-10
Boler John, "Scotus and intuition: some remarks," Monist 49: 551-570 (1965).
"The thesis of this article is that Scotus makes a special contribution with his theory of intuition, not
for giving new answers to the questions asked, for example, by Aquinas, but for asking different
questions; and that the significance of this contribution cannot be appreciated until one sees why,
with respect to the questions asked by Aquinas, Scotus is in (substantial) agreement with the
Aristotelian analysis. The author tries, in an informal way, (1) to point out some confusions that
have led to a misunderstanding of Scotus's (or anyone else's) defense of an Aristotelian account of
abstraction, and (2) to isolate the phenomena that makes Scotus's theory of intuition suggestive."

22.

Boler John, "The moral psychology of Duns Scotus: some preliminary questions," Franciscan
Studies 50: 31-56 (1990).

23.

Bonansea Bernardine. Man and his approach to God in John Duns Scotus. Lanham: University
Press of America 1983.

24.

Bos Egbert Peter. The theory of the proposition according to John Duns Scotus' two Commentaries
on Aristotle's Perihermeneias. In Logos and Pragma. Essays on the philosophy of language in
honour of Professor Gabriel Nuchelmans. Edited by de Rijk Lambertus Marie and Braakhuis Henk
A.G. Nijmegen: Ingenium Publishers 1987. pp. 121-139

25.

Boulnois Olivier, "Analogie et univocité selon Duns Scot: la double destruction," Études
Philosophiques: 347-369 (1989).

26.

Boulnois Olivier, "Réelles intentions: nature commune et universaux selon Duns Scot," Revue de
Métaphysique et de Morale 97: 3-34 (1992).

27.

Boulnois Olivier, "Quand commence l'ontothéologie? Aristote, Thomas d'Aquin et Duns Scot,"
Revue Thomiste 95: 85-108 (1995).

28.

Boulnois Olivier. Être et représentation, Une généalogie de la métaphysique moderne à l'époque
de Duns Scot, XIIIe-XIVe siècle. Paris: Press universitaires de France 1999.

29.

Boulnois Olivier, "Théologie, métaphysique et répresentation de l'être selon Duns Scot," Cahiers de
la Revue de Théolgie et de Philosophie 20: 83-102 (1999).
Métaphysiques Médiévales. Études en l'Honneur d'André de Muralt - Éditées par Curzio Chiesa et
Léo Freuler.

30.

Brown O.J., "Individuation and actual existence in Scotistic metaphysics: a thomistic assessment,"
New Scholasticism 53: 347-361 (1979).

31.

Brown Stephen, "Avicenna and the unity of the concept of Being. The interpretations of Henry of
Ghent, Duns Scotus, Gerard of Bologna and Peter Aureoli," Franciscan Studies 25: 117-150
(1965).
"This article treats the question of the analogy and the univocity of being in Henry of Ghent, John
Duns Scotus, Hervaeus Natalis, Gerard of Bologna and Peter Aureoli. Each provides his own view
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of the concept of being and thus each gives a different interpretation to Avicenna's metaphysical
starting point"
Cesalli Laurent. Le réalisme propositionnel. Sémantique et ontologie des propositions chez Jean
Duns Scot, Gauthier Burley, Richard Brinkley et Jean Wyclif. Paris: Vrin 2007.

33.

Cross Richard. The physics of Duns Scotus. The scientific context of a theological vision. Oxford:
Oxford University Press 1998.

34.

Cross Richard. Duns Scotus. New York: Oxford University Press 1999.35.
Cross Richard. The metaphysics of the Incarnation: Thomas Aquinas to Duns Scotus. Oxford:
Oxford University Press 2002.

36.

Da Costa Santos Rogério. L'ontologie du contingent selon Jean Duns Scot. Ètude sur les origines
du possible et de la représentation en Dieu. Villeneuve d'Ascq: Presses universitaires du
Septentrion 1998.

37.

Dahlstrom Daniel, "Signification and logic: Scotus on universals from a logical point of view,"
Vivarium 18: 81-111 (1980).

38.

Day Sebastian. Intuitive cognition. A key to the significance of the Later Scholastics. St.
Bonaventure: Franciscan Institute 1947.

39.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. The logic of indefinite names in Boethius, Abelard, Duns Scotus, and
Radulphus Brito. In Aristotle's Peri hermeneias in the Latin Middle Ages. Essays on the
Commentary tradition. Edited by Braakhuis Henk A.G. and Kneepkens Corneille Henri. Groningen:
Ingenium Publishers 2003. pp. 207-233

40.

Demange Dominic. Jea Duns Scot. La théorie du savoir. Paris: Vrin 2007.41.
Demange Dominique. Pourqoi Duns Scot a critiqué Avicenne. In Giovanni Duns Scoto. Studi e
ricerche nel VII Centenario della sua morte in onore di P. César Saco Alarcón. Vol I. Edited by
Nuñez Martín Carbajo. Roma: Antonianum 2008. pp. 195-232
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issues of authenticity, dating, and the interrelation of Scotus' works remain. Thus, beginning with his
dissertation, Wolter formed the habit of reverting to the manuscripts to produce his own provisional
editions, consulting with Vatican editors on the Scotus Commission where possible.
Wolter's career as a Scotus translator began in 1947, when Paul Weiss requested some material for
the first volume of his new journal Review of Metaphysics. Remarking on Scotus' notoriously
tangled Latin, Wolter described the work of translating it as "a special vocation" and vowed never
to do it again. Necessity is a sign of calling, however, and Wolter began translating topical selections
for summer-school students at the Franciscan Institute in the early fifties. Many of these were
published, with Wolter's Latin editions on the facing pages, in Duns Scotus: Philosophical Writings:
A Selection (first published by Thomas Nelson, 1962, and English only in Bobbs-Merrill's Library of
Liberal Arts series, 1962; reprinted by Hackett, 1987). Over the years, Wolter has made many more
of Scotus' works available, always preferring the format of publishing the English and Latin
together: principally, John Duns Scotus: God and Creatures, the Quodlibetal Questions (with Felix
Alluntis); John Duns Scotus. A Treatise on God as First Principle. A Latin Text with English
Translation of the De Primo Principio; and Duns Scotus on the Will and Morality. By now, Wolter
has given us enough for a reasonably comprehensive and balanced course on Scotus.
Duns Scotus is not called "the Subtle Doctor" for nothing, however. Diving into his highly technical
philosophical corpus without benefit of an interpretive guide is heroic at best. Yet, when Wolter
began, reliable guides were unavailable. While not without value, the secondary literature was on
the whole confused and confusing, and/or marred by polemical distortion. Together with Wolter's
pioneering first book on Scotus, his published dissertation The Transcendentals and Their Function
in the Metaphysics of Duns Scotus (finished in one semester of intensive interaction with Philotheus
Boehner), Wolter's interpretive essays over the last forty years supply us with our needed map.
Collected here from many (often inaccessible) journals and books, they are a paradigm of method
and a treasure of illuminating insights. Wolter's consistent response to interpretive puzzlement has
been to return to the primary sources and to offer readings as detailed and philosophically subtle as
the texts themselves. Thus, in the early days, when Scotus' ideas were "known" and criticized
mostly from hearsay, Wolter refuted misguided attacks with careful analyses of the texts (see
chapters 10 and 11 below). Throughout, Wolter's own philosophical penetration of the material has
enabled him to make clear what seems in Scotus complex and confusing (e.g., regarding the formal
distinction, chapter 1, and Scotus' theory of universals, chapter 2). Again, Wolter's identification of
Scotus' doctrine of the will as the key to his ethics resolves old and false puzzles (see chapters 7-9).
At the same time, Wolter's sensitivity to philological issues and to the historical development of
Scotus' thought has enabled him to illuminate Scotus' notion of intuitive cognition (see chapter 5) as
well as his account of Divine foreknowledge (see chapter 13). All of the essays reflect Wolter's
philosophical and historical curiosity and a reasoned and reasonable open-mindedness. Paying
Scotus the respect due a great philosopher, Wolter was glad to return to old topics because he
always learned something new (e.g., his treatment of formal distinction in chapter 1 makes new
points not found in his dissertation). Wolter's interests in analytic philosophy surface as he relates
Scotus' semantics and metaphysics to twentieth-century analytic thought (see chapters 3 and 12)."
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