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For Ockham's contributions to the theories of supposition and mental language see: Medieval Theories
of Supposition (Reference) and Mental Language

Ockham and Ockhamists. Edited by Bos Egbert Peter and Krop Henri A. Nijmegen: Ingenium
Publishers 1987.
Acts of the Symposium organized bt the Dutch Society for Medieval Philosophy Medium Aevum on
the occasion of its 10th anniversary (Leiden, 10-12 September 1986).

1.

Die Gegenwart Ockhams. Edited by Vossenkühl Wilhelm and Schönberger Rolf. Veinheim: VCH
Acta humaniora 1990.

2.

Ockham - Bibliographie 1900-1990. Edited by Beckmann Jan P. Hamburg: Felix Meiner 1992.
Inhalt: Danksagungen 6; Einleitung des Herausgegebers 7; Tei I. Primärbibliographie; 1. Editionen
13; 2. Übersetzungen 21; Teil II. Sekundärbibliographie; Alphabetisches Verzichnis der Schriften
über Ockham 1900 - 1990 31; Teil II: Indices; Personenregister (Index auctorum) 135; Werkregister
(Index operum) 141; Systematisches Register (Index systematicus) 143; Sachregister (index rerum)
155; Anhang: Schema "Ockham-Literatur 1900-1990" 168.

3.

Scotus vs. Ockham - A medieval dispute over Universals. Vol. I: Texts. Lewiston: The Edwin
Mellen Press 1999.
Texts translated into English with commentary by Martin M. Tweedale.
"This work is meant to make accessible to students of philosophy and later medieval thought the
key texts in one of the most crucial philosophical debates of that period. The concentration is on
Scotus's positive doctrine since it is difficult and has not received the detailed attention it deserves.
Ockham's polemic against Scotus raises a host of objections to the internal coherence of Scotus's
reworking of the traditional line. Some of these are ones it seems to me Scotus could have countered
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quite easily; others would have required some revisions, but ones that are basically within the spirit
of the doctrine. Some, however, are very difficult indeed, and I shall leave to the commentary and
its introductory essay the exposition of my own view on whether Scotus's position can survive
intact. There is also a positive side to Ockham's views about universals, and that is only partially
covered in what follows. The texts that show how Ockham envisioned preserving all the essentials
of Aristotelian science even after real universals have been excised, are presented and discussed,
and the very real issue of whether Ockham's effort here could possibly succeed is broached but not
definitely resolved one way or the other."
Scotus vs. Ockham - A medieval dispute over Universals. Vol. II: Commentary. Lewiston: The
Edwin Mellen Press 1999.
"The commentary which composes the greater part of this volume attempts not only to explain the
texts translated in the Iirst volume and to understand the positions adopted by the protagonists in
this debate, but also to assess the cogency of the various arguments put forward. After all that work
is done, however, there remains the task of drawing attention to the crucial issues that have emerged
and arriving at some understanding of the debate as a whole and the relative merits of the positions
put forward. It is this task that this introductory essay undertakes. Perhaps it would be better read
after a thorough study of the commentary, but I am inclined to think that some awareness of the
general issues and positions taken by Scotus and Ockham helps in making one's way through the
individual texts and their often elaborate argumentation. In explaining these issues and positions I
have made free use of philosophical ideas of our own day, at least to the extent that this is not
grossly anachronistic."

5.

The Cambridge Companion to Ockham. Edited by Spade Paul Vincent. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press 1999.

6.

Adams Marilyn McCord. Things versus "Hows", or Ockham on Predication and Ontology. In Essays
in Ontology. Edited by Allaire Edwin B. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff 1963. pp. 175-188
Ockham's account of the truth conditions for categorical propositions of the forms 'N is B' and 'A is
B' is dictated by his two-fold ontological program: to eliminate universals other than names or
concepts and to restrict particular things (res) to the categories of substance and quality.(1) For
endorsing

(T1) 'N is B' is true if and only if B-ness inheres in N
and
(T2) 'A is B' is true if and only if something that is A has B-ness, or B-ness inheres in something that
is A

for all substitutions of proper names for 'N', concrete general terms for 'B', and abstract general
terms for 'B-ness' would be tantamount to adopting the ontology of the moderns with a distinct kind
of thing for each of the ten Aristotelian categories. According to Ockham's description in the
Summa Logicae, the moderns saw substances such as Socrates as having a certain layer-like
structure: at the core is a particular substance composed of prime matter with several substantial
forms; it is made one by the inherence of discrete quantity and extended by the inherence of
dimensive quantity; other absolute quality-accidents such as color, flavor, odor, shape, etc. inhere in
dimensive quantity immediately and substance mediately. Accidents in the remaining seven
categories are relative things (respectus) that have their foundations either in the substance,
quantity, or qualities and their term in something else. For example, when Socrates and Plato are
similar, a relative similarity thing inheres in Socrates' whiteness and is Socrates' similarity to Plato,
while another relative similarity-thing inheres in Plato's whiteness and is Plato's similarity to
Socrates. For reasons that lie beyond the scope of this paper,(2) Ockham thought this ontology was
as prolific of contradiction and absurdity as it was of entities. His own contention is that the truth of
a proposition depends not merely on which things exist, but on how they exist.
In what follows, I shall explain how Ockham sacrifices the simplicity of across-the-board adherence
to (T1) and (T2), applying them only to a certain range of case in the category of quality. Then I
shall examine a series of objections that his own ontology offers no advantage commensurate with
this loss. (p. 175).
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(...)
"SUMMARY. Ockham's theory of truth-conditions is calculated to accomodate his ontology. He
adopts a two-name theory of predication for categories involving absolute terms only, and admits
the inherence-analysis for only a restricted range of concrete quality terms. Although he argues
extensively that its wider application to the last eight Aristotelian categories of accident leads to
contradiction and absurdity, his own positive proposal -- to treat all terms in those categories as
connotatives that signify particular substances and/or particular qualities existing one way or
another -- remains essentially programmatic. A full development of it would involve supplementing
(T3)-(T7) by stating truth-conditions for statements about how things are related, quantified, active,
etc., using absolute terms that name only substances and qualities. Ockham never delivers on the
promissory notes he issues. Nevertheless, we must ask how many nominalists have gone further, and
by how much, and how recently? In Ockham's view, the realists' program is demonstrably
impossible; how much less an evil, if his own is merely incomplete." (p. 188.).

(1) Although Ockham thinks that unaided natural reason will restrict its ontology to substances and
qualities, he himself feels forced by the doctrines of revealed Christian theology -- viz., the Trinity,
the Incarnation, and transubstantiation -- to admit really distinct relations of Paternity, Filiation, and
Spiration in the Godhead, a relation of assumption in the human nature of Christ, real relations of
inherence between matter and form, substance and accident, and relation of union between parts of
the continuum (Ordinatio I, d. 30, q. 4; OT IV, 360-374).
(2) See my forthcoming book, Ockham, Part One, Chapters 5-9. [Adams 1987]
Adams Marilyn McCord, "Did Ockham know of material and strict implication? A reconsideration,"
Franciscan Studies 32: 5-37 (1973).

8.

Adams Marilyn McCord, "Ockham on identity and distinction," Franciscan Studies 36: 5-74
(1976).

9.

Adams Marilyn McCord, "Ockham's nominalism and unreal entities," Philosophical Review 76:
144-176 (1977).

10.

Adams Marilyn McCord, "Ockham's theory of natural signification," Monist 61: 444-459 (1978).11.
Adams Marilyn McCord. William Ockham. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press 1987.
Two volumes.

12.

Adams Marilyn McCord, "Ockham on truth," Medioevo 15: 143-172 (1989).13.
Adams Marilyn McCord. Ockham's individualisms. In Die Gegenwart Ockhams. Edited by
Vossenkühl Wilhelm and Schönberger Rolf. Weinheim: VCH-Verlagsgesellschaft 1990. pp. 3-24

14.

Adams Marilyn McCord, "Ockham on final causality: muddying the waters," Franciscan Studies
56: 1-46 (1998).

15.

Alanen Lilli, "Descartes, Duns Scotus and Ockham on omnipotence and possibility," Franciscan
Studies 45: 157-188 (1985).

16.

Alféri Pierre. Guillaume d'Ockham, le singulier. Paris: Les Editions de Minuit 1989.17.
Andrews Robert, "The 'Defensorium Ockham'," Franciscan Studies 54: 99-122 (1997).18.
Andrés Teodoro de. El nominalismo de Guillermo de Ockham como filosofia del lenguaje. Madrid:
Editorial Gredos S. A. 1969.

19.

Ariew Roger, "Did Ockham use his razor?," Franciscan Studies 37: 5-17 (1977).20.
Bastit Michel. Les principes des choses en ontologie médiévale: Thomas d'Aquin, Scot, Occam.
Bordeaux: Bière 1997.

21.

Baudry Léon. Guillaume d'Occam; sa vie, ses oeuvres, ses idées sociales et politiques. Paris: Vrin
1949.
Vol. I: L'homme et les oeuvres (only published).

22.

Baudry Léon. Lexique philosophique de Guillaume d'Ockham. Étude des notions fondamentales.
Paris: P. Lethellieux 1957.

23.

Beckmann Jan P. Wilhelm Ockham. München: C. H. Beck 1996.24.
Beckmann Jan P., "Ockham, Ockhamismus, und Nominalismus: Spuren der Wirkungsgeschichte des
Venerabilis Inceptors," Franciscan Studies 56: 77-95 (1998).

25.

Beierle John, "A truth-functional non-modal interpretation of Ockham's theory of consequences,"
Franciscan Studies 44: 71-80 (1984).
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Beretta Beatrice. Ad aliquid: la relation chez Guillaume d'Occam. Fribourg: Éditions universitaires
1999.

27.

Berger Harald, "Extensionale versus intentionale Semantik am Beispiel der Sprachphilosophie
Ockhams Disziplin," Acta Analytica: 171-186 (1989).

28.

Biard Joel. La redéfinition ockhamiste de la signification. In Sprache und Erkenntnis im Mittelalter.
Akten des VI. Internationalen Kongresses für Mittelaterliche Philosophie der Société
Internationale pour l'Etude de la Philosophie Médiévale. Edited by Kluxen Wolfgang. Berlin, New
York: Walter de Gruyter 1981. pp. 451-458

29.

Biard Joel, "L'unité de monde selon Guillaume d'Ockham (ou la logique de la cosmologie
ockhamiste)," Vivarium 22: 63-84 (1984).

30.

Biard Joel. Les logiciens médiévaux face aux textes d'Aristote. L'exemple de Guillaume d'Ockham.
In Penser avec Aristote. Edited by Sinaceur Mohammed Allal. Toilouse: Erès 1991. pp. 307-324

31.

Biard Joel. Guillaume d'Ockham. Logique et philosophie. Paris: Presses Universitaires de France
1997.

32.

Biard Joel. Intention et signification chez Guillaume d'Ockham. La critique de l'être intentionnel. In
Langages et philosophie. Hommage à Jean Jolivet. Edited by Libera Alain de, Elamrani-Jamal
Abdelali, and Galonnier Alain. Paris: Vrin 1997. pp. 201-220

33.

Boehner Philotheus, "The realistic conceptualism of William Ockham," Traditio 4: 307-335 (1946).
Reprinted in: Boehner, Collected articles on Ockham pp. 156-174

34.

Boehner Philotheus. Collected articles on Ockham. Edited by Buytaert Eligius. Louvain: E.
Nauwelaerts 1958.

35.

Boh Ivan. Burleigh and Ockham. An ontological confrontation. In Proceedings of the 7th Inter-
American Congress of Philosophy. vol. II. Québec: 1968. pp. 255-262

36.

Boh Ivan, "Propositional attitudes in the logic of Walter Burley and William Ockham," Franciscan
Studies 44: 31-60 (1984).

37.

Boh Ivan. Epistemic logic and Ockham's theory of demonstration. In Die Gegenwart Ockhams.
Edited by Vossenkühl Wilhelm and Schönberger Rolf. Weinheim: VCH-Verlagsgesellschaft 1990.
pp. 241-255

38.

Boler John, "Ockham' cleaver," Franciscan Studies 45: 119-144 (1986).39.
Boler John, "Accidents in Ockham's ontological projects," Franciscan Studies 54: 79-97 (1997).40.
Boler John, "Ockham on difference in category," Franciscan Studies 56: 97-111 (1998).41.
Bos Egbert Peter. William of Ockham and the "Predication of a thing". In Ockham and Ockhamists.
Acts of the Symposium organized by the Dutch Society for Medieval Philosophy Medium Aevum on
the occasion of its 10th anniversary (Leiden, 10-12 September 1986). Edited by Bos Egbert Peter
and Krop Henri A. Nijmegen: Ingenium Publishers 1987. pp. 71-79

42.

Bosley Richard, "What revision of Realism could meet Ockham's critique," Franciscan Studies 45:
111-118 (1985).

43.

Brown Stephen, "Sources for Ockham's Prologue to the Sentences," Franciscan Studies 26: 36-65
(1966).

44.

Brown Stephen, "Walter Burleigh's Treatise De Suppositionibus and its influence of William of
Ockham," Franciscan Studies 32: 15-64 (1972).

45.

Corcoran John and Swiniarski John, "Logical structures of Ockham's theory of supposition,"
Franciscan Studies 38: 161-183 (1978).
This exposition of Ockham's theory of (common, personal) supposition involves the logical form of
the four descent/ascent conditions and the logical relations of these with the three main modes of
supposition. Central theses: each condition is a one-way entailment, each mode is a truth-functional
combination of conditions, two of the three modes are not even coextensive with the two-way
entailments commonly taken as their definitions. Ockham's idea of "the singulars" of a general
proposition is vague and problematic and the entailment used in the descent/ascent conditions
probably cannot be taken to be logical consequence in any strict sense.

46.

Courtenay William J. Ockham and Ockhamism. Studies in the dissemination and impact of his
thought. Leiden: Brill 2008.

47.

Davies Julian. A Compendium of Ockham's teachings. A translation of the Tractatus de Principiis
Theologiae. St. Bonaventure: The Franciscan Institute 1998.
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Day Sebastian. Intuitive cognition. A key to the significance of the Later Scholastics. St.
Bonaventure: Franciscan Institute 1947.

49.

De Muralt André, "La connaissance intuitive du néant et l'évidence du 'je pense'. Le rôle de
l'argument de potentia absoluta dei dans la théorie occamienne de la connaissance," Studia
Philosophica 36: 107-158 (1976).
Introduction, traduction et commentaire du Prologue des Sentences de Guillaume d'Occam quaestio
1, 1.

50.

De Muralt André, "La critique de la notion scotiste d'esse objectivum, le "psychologisme" et le
"nominalisme" occamiens," Cahiers de la Revue de Théolgie et de Philosophie 20: 113-148 (1999).
Métaphysiques Médiévales. Études en l'Honneur d'André de Muralt - Éditées par Curzio Chiesa et
Léo Freuler.

51.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. War Ockham ein Antimetaphysiker? Eine semantische Betrachtung. In
Philosophie im Mittelalter. Entwicklungslinien und Paradigmen. Wolfgang Kluxen zum 65.
Geburstag. Edited by Beckmann Jan P., Honnefelder Ludger, and Wieland G. Hamburg: F. Meiner
1987. pp. 313-328
Reprinted as chapter XIV in: Through language to reality: studies in medieval semantics and
metaphysics.

"IV. Schlußbetrachtung. Ockham anerkennt ohne Einschränkung den transzendenten Bezirk, d. h.
das Metaphysische oder Übersinnliche als Bezirk; in diesem Sinne ist er also gewiß kein
Antimetaphysiker. Aber verwirft er denn die Metaphysik als Wissenschaft, oder höhlt er sie
zumindest aus? Zuerst muß anerkannt werden, daß Ockham im Prinzip der Metaphysik das
Weisungsrecht über die Seienden (d. h., für Ockham, die individuellen Seienden) keineswegs
abspricht. Zugleich kann nicht geleugnet werden, daß bei ihm der Metaphysik eine auffallend
bescheidene Stelle zukommt. Wie läßt sich das unter Berücksichtigung von Ockhams
unzweifelbarer Ehrfurcht vor dem Übersinnlieben erklären?
Der Schlüssel zur Lösung dieser Frage liegt nicht bloß in Ockhams Ontologie des individuellen
Seins, sondern auch in seinen anthropologischen Auffassungen. Der Mensch ist nach ihm in seinen
Denken und Sprechen nicht imstande, das Erhabene wesentlich zu durchforschen. Dessen soll sich
der Mensch fort während eingedenk sein. Dies ist für Ockham in zwei deutliche Strategien
übersetzbar:
a) nicht jedem modus significandi oder loquendi entspricht ein modus essendi in der Wirklichkeit
b) viele maßgebende Aussagen, sowohl sakrale wie profane, soll man nicht de virtute sermonis
(dazu reicht unser Sprechen zuwenig aus), ondern der Ab sicht des Redners oder Schriftstellers
entsprechend deuten." pp. 326-327 (Notes omitted).

52.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. Logic and ontology in Ockham. Some notes on his view of the Categories
of Being and the nature of its basic principles. In Ockham and Ockhamists. Acts of the Symposium
organized by the Dutch society for medieval philosophy Medium Aevum on the occasion of its 10th
anniversary (Leiden, 10-12 September 1986). Edited by Bos Egbert Peter and Krop Henri A.
Nijmegen: Ingenium Publishers 1987. pp. 25-40
Reprinted as chapter XIII in: Through language to reality: studies in medieval semantics and
metaphysics.

"Conclusion. There is no single reason, I think, to ascribe to Ockham any feelings of hostility
towards metaphysics on this account. God created 'true and real being', but He created it in shaping
'what is truly and really being', individual beings, that is. As created, it is radically changeable and
contingent as well. Uncreated, unchangeable being is not to be created, not even as some mysterious
constituent present in creatural being. Human beings are not entitled to sublimate their
(indispensable) conceptual tools (e.g. universal terms) so that they represent unchangeable ontic
standards. Whenever we are inclined to do so, Ockham's razor comes in, not however, to make us
say that the metaphysical domain is void. Rather logic (and human thought in general) should make
us recognize our own limitations, and refrain from speaking about the unspeakable when, and
inasmuch as, our linguistic tools are bound to lead us astray. The same applies to Ockham's view of
proofs of God's existence. He only admits the proof of God as first preserver of these actual things
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in this actual world and rejects all atemporal proofs. However, his faith is unshakeable and not
involved in any philosophical thinking either. Likewise it is Ockham's ontology (doctrine of being)
which is modest, the onta 'beings') are as abundant as they are. For that matter, Ockham let them
really be (ontôs einai Plato would say). Well, in order to let them be, human thinking should be
prudent in cautiously managing its homemade conceptual apparatus." pp. 38-39
de Rijk Lambertus Marie. Ockham's theory of demonstration: his use of Aristotle' s kath' holou and
kath' hauto requirements. In Die Gegenwart Ockhams. Edited by Vossenkühl Wilhelm and
Schönberger Rolf. Weinheim: VCH-Verlagsgesellschaft 1990. pp. 232-240
"Far from being a sceptic William of Ockham made every effort to corroborate the basis of
philosophical and theological thought by purifying it of all sorts of untenable presuppositions. His
main contribution to fourteenth century philosophical and theological development lies in
systematically rethinking scholastic doctrines, and especially their assumptions, on the firm basis of
his own favourite leading principles: the strictly individual nature of all that really is and the radical
contingency of all creatural being.
These two principles also play a major part in Ockham's way of dealing with the Aristotelian theory
of demonstration. The present paper aims at investigating Ockham's doctrine of demonstrative
proof, focusing on the way in which he felt forced to adapt or rephrase the special requirements
Aristotle had laid down for propositions to enter into syllogistic proof, especially strict proof (the
so-called 'demonstratio potissima'). Our main argument will concern Aristotle's rather peculiar 'kath
holou' requirement and Ockham's appliance of the 'kath hauto' (Latin: 'per se') notion which is also
involved in framing correct premisses for demonstrative proofs. A few preliminary remarks will be
made about the essentials of Aristotle's theory of demonstration." p. 232
(...)
"Conclusions.
To sum up our findings: Ockham's adaptations and manipulations of Aristotle's requirements for
genuine demonstrative propositions are as many demands imposed by his own metaphysical views.
He comments on Aristotle, always starting from his own favourite views. Though Aristotle is the
Master, Ockham is the one to say what the Master meant, or what he should have meant. On the
other hand, his introducing the 'per se strictissimo modo' rather seems to be a matter of technicality.
Whereas in Posterior Analytics Aristotle deals with the scientific procedure of apodeixis in general,
in which the apodeictic syllogism is merely a vehicle for correctly framing an apodeixis, the
Medievals, and Ockham in particular, were apt to reduce Aristotle's theory of demonstrative proof
to a theory of demonstrative syllogism. That is why the 'demonstratio potissima' (including its
specific demands) so heavily influenced Ockham's theory of demonstration." p. 239

54.

de Rijk Lambertus Marie. Ockham as the Commentator of His Aristotle. His treatment of Posterior
Analytics. In Aristotelica et Lulliana: magistro doctissimo Charles H. Lohr septuagesimum annum
feliciter agenti dedicata. Edited by Domínguez Reboiras Fernando et al. The Hague: Martinus
Nijhoff 1995. pp. 77-127
1. Introduction; 2. Preliminary: Aristotle on demonstrative or epistemonic proof; 2.1 On the three
requrements 'kata pantos', kath' 'hauto', 'kath' holou', 2.2 On the notion of necessity; 2.3 On the
four types of questions. On 'Middle' and 'Definiens'; 2.3.1 Subject and attribute. The Middle; 2.3.2.
On definition and the four question-types; 2.3.3 The role of definitions in epistemonic proof; 2.3.4
Recipes for the discovery of definitions; 2.4 The 'kath' holou' requirement revisited; 2.5 Particulars
and the proper objects of Aristotle's epistemonic proof; 3. Ockham as a Commentator of Posterior
Analytics; 3.1 Ockham's treatment of the four basic question-types; 3.2 Ockham's view of the 'kath'
holou' requirement; 3.3 The impact of Ockham's ontology upon his theory of demonstration; 3.3.1
Ockham's problem concerning the First Subject; 3.3.2 Ockham's introduction of 'Non-First Subject';
3.3.3 'Demonstratio particularis' in Ockham; 3.3.4 Ockham's view of necessity; 3.5 'Dici per se'
and 'propositio per se vera' in Ockham; 3.5.1 Two kinds of 'per se' assignment; 3.5.2 The
'propositio per se (vera)' in Ockham; 3.5.3 The strict and strictest senses of 'per se'; 4. Comclusion.
"The present paper aims to clarify the attitude towards Aristotle adopted by one of the leading lights
of fourteenth century philosophical and theological thought, William of Ockham, by investigating
(a) how in some of the vital subjects of Aristotelian doctrine, the Venerable Inceptor understood and
interpreted the Master, (b) how and why on specific occasions, he deliberately took the liberty to
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stray from Aristotle's teachings. It goes without saying that in such an undertaking, one has to
confine oneself to certain doctrinal themes the choice of which might seem quite arbitrary. The
present author has picked out the Aristotelian doctrine of demonstrative proof as interpreted by
Ockham." p. 78
de Rijk Lambertus Marie, "Ockham's horror of the Universal. An assessment of his view of
individuality," Mediaevalia.Textos e Estudos 7-8: 473-497 (1995).
Quodlibetaria: miscellanea studiorum in honorem prof. J. M. da Cruz Pontes anno iubilationis suae,
Conimbrigae MCMXCV

56.

Dieterle Jill, "Ockham's razor, encounterability, and ontological naturalism," Erkenntnis 55: 51-72
(2007).

57.

Eco Umberto, "Signification and denotation from Boethius to Ockham," Franciscan Studies 44:
1-30 (1984).

58.

Fitzgerald Michael Joseph, "Ockham's implicit priority of analysis rule?," Franciscan Studies 38:
213-219 (1978).

59.

Flórez Alfonso. La filosofía del lenguaje de Ockham. Exposición crítica e interpretación
cognitiva. Granada: Editorial Comares 2002.

60.

Freddoso Alfred J. Ockham's theory of truth conditions. In William of Ockham's theory of
propositions. Part II of the Summa logicae. Notre Dame: University of Indiana Press 1980. pp.
Introduction to the translation.
Reprint: South Bend, St. Augustine's Press, 1998.

61.

Freddoso Alfred J., "Ontological reductionism and faith versus reason: a critique of Adams on
Ockham," Faith and Philosophy 8: 317-339 (1991).

62.

Gál Gedeon and Wood Rega, "The Ockham edition: William of Ockham's 'Opera Philosophica et
Theologica'," Franciscan Studies 51: 83-101 (1991).

63.

Ghisalberti Alessandro. Guglielmo di Ockham. Milano: Vita e Pensiero 1972.64.
Gibson Arthur. Ockham's world and future. In Routledge history of philosophy. Volume III:
Medieval philosophy. Edited by Marenbon John. New York: Routledge 1998. pp. 329-367

65.

Goddu André. The physics of William of Ockham.Leiden 1984.66.
Goddu André. William of Ockham's "empiricism" and constructive empiricism. In Die Gegenwart
Ockhams. Edited by Vossenkühl Wilhelm and Schönberger Rolf. Weinheim: VCH Acta Humaniora
1990. pp. 208-231

67.

Goddu André, "Connotative concepts and mathematics in Ockham's natural philosophy," Vivarium:
106-139 (1993).
"Connotation plays a central role in Ockham's analysis of the language of natural philosophy and
mathematics. Some simple connotative terms belong to the deep structure of mental language.
Ockham's program cannot guarantee the objectivity of things being quantified or located in space
and time without his connotation-theory. Ockham's theory provides a partial explanation of why
fourteenth- century philosophers shifted attention from discussion about the objects of mathematics
to discussion of mathematics as a language. The shift explains in part the adoption of mathematical
and metalinguistic approaches to philosophical and theological problems."

68.

Grellard Christophe and Ong-Van-Cung Kim Sang. Le vocabulaire d'Ockham. Paris: Ellipses 2005.69.
Guelluy Robert. Philosophie et théologie chez Guillaume d'Ockham. Paris: Vrin 1947.70.
Hamesse Jacqueline, "Les problèmes posés par l'édition critique des reportations," Franciscan
Studies 46: 107-118 (1986).

71.

Henninger Mark, "Peter Aureoli and William of Ockham on relations," Franciscan Studies 45:
231-244 (1985).

72.

Henry Desmond Paul, "Ockham and the formal distinction," Franciscan Studies 25: 285-292
(1965).

73.

Hoffmann Fritz. Ockham-Rezeption und Ockham-Kritik im Jahrzehnt nach Wilhelm von Ockham in
Oxford 1322-1332. Münster: Aschendorff 1998.

74.
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"The logic of William of Ockham is commonly -- and, I believe, rightly - thought to be nominalistic.
It is also commonly -- and, I believe, wrongly -- thought to be helpful in the solution of those
philosophical problems which cluster about the issue of the "one and the many." The allegedly
helpful features of his logic are the theories of signification and supposition. I intend to show that
these theories, far from being helpful, lead to certain intolerable results, in particular, (1) construing
singular propositions, like "Socrates is a man," either as analytic or as no propositions at all (i.e.,
neither true nor false) and (2) construing all general propositions as either analytic or contradictory.
These results follow from taking Ockham as offering object language analyses of object language
propositions. Taking him as offering metalanguage analyses of object language propositions is to
start off with attributing an intolerable "result" to his logic. It will be helpful, at the end, briefly to
compare his logic with that of a contemporary nominalist, Nelson Goodman, for neither of the
intolerable results follows from Goodman's logic. Whether the latter is, therefore, acceptable is
another issue.
My strategy is as follows. In Part I, I wish to show that a rather straightforward interpretation of
Ockham does have him offering metalinguistic analyses of object language propositions and also to
show how certain contemporary interpreters and Ockham himself have managed to blind
themselves to this fact. In Part II, I wish to show that the so-called "descent to singulars" affords a
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possibility of construing Ockham as offering object language analyses of object language
propositions and to show how, given the doctrines discussed in Part I, he is led to adopt the 'is' of
identity, the latter in such a way as to lead into the "intolerable results" mentioned above. In Part
III, I wish to make the brief comparison with Goodman's logic.
No detailed descriptions of the Ockhamite theories of signification and supposition will be
attempted. Ockham states them quite clearly, and there exist excellent contemporary accounts of
both, especially those of Fr. Boehner and Prof. Moody.(*) I shall discuss just what is necessary to
make good the several claims listed above. The discussion will, furthermore, be limited to Ockham's
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